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to convert a Jew from one form of religion to another. But I think that 
all persons are greatly the better for having a universal form of religion 
as well as a national and particular one." 

If the teaching of Jowett can be adapted to Judaism as well as to 
Christianity, and can be adopted by both, the gain is clear. In any 
case it forms a link between the two, and it may induce the disciples 
of one faith the better to appreciate the other. If, on the other 
hand, it cannot finally consort with dogmatic Christianity or with 
dogmatic Judaism, it may nevertheless indicate the lines of a liberal 
form of either creed, or it may point forward to a more comprehensive 
religion of the future, which, under whatever name or label, may 
include an increasing number of seekers after God. 

C. G. Montefiore. 



STEOPHIC FORMS IN ISAIAH XLVII. 

Dr. Paul Ruben has published in this Review (XI, pp. 431-479) 
an inquiry on " Strophic Forms in the Bible," in connexion with my 
book on Die Propheten in ihrer ursprunglichen Form. I have no in- 
tention of entering here upon a criticism of that essay. The points 
of difference between us were put by Dr. Ruben in a full light. On 
the whole, I take up the same standpoint as before ; I do not care, 
at present, to discuss the matter, and refute myself objections that 
were expressed in rather too strong terms. But I cannot refrain from 
observing that I often made conjectures in my book, and also accepted 
such as were made by others, but certainly not to the extent that this 
was done by Dr. Ruben ; further, I can admit only in a very few cases 
that the conjectures as a whole, and especially those of Dr. Ruben, were 
" an outcry of common sense." Besides, Dr. Ruben might have made 
more use of my new essay on Strophenbau unci, Responsion than he 
has done. 

If however we differ much on points of detail, he has yet, 
avowedly, based his remarks upon my work, and simply accepted 
a number of my propositions ; and I admit having myself also 
received many useful hints from his essay. I will show this by an 
instance from Isaiah xlvii. As a whole, I adhere to my former 
division of the passage ; but, on various minor points, I partly accept 
Dr. Ruben's suggestions, and partly propose some fresh ones, induced 
thereto by Dr. Ruben's remarks. 
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I have, in my book, divided that poetical speech into five strophes 
of (8 + 8) + 7 + (8 + 8) lines. Dr. Ruben proposes three pairs of 
strophes of (7 + 7) + (6 + 6) + (5 + 5) lines, which considerably shifts the 
Response. I now assume five strophes, but of seven lines each. In 
other words, the poem consists of two pairs of strophes, of seven 
lines each, which accord with each other, and of a single con- 
cluding strophe. The three propositions differ very little in regard 
to the number of lines (39, 36, 35). 

In the division of the two first strophes I now agree with Dr. Ruben 
by assuming them to consist of seven lines, and not of eight lines 
each ; nor have I any objection to raise against the conjectures to 
read irtON for in»X and IPBK for ]»BK (ver. 3), although I consider 
them by no means sufficiently certain, and the reading of the 
Massoretic text can be upheld. 

The reading DNnS for BDn3 (ver. 9), in accordance with LXX, 
derives a great amount of probability from the fact that it is con- 
firmed by the Response. On the other hand, I am surprised that 
Dr. Ruben retains the unintelligible word "injTD (for injP13). In 
order to uphold the kinna-strophe, which, however, appears in this 
piece in a very irregular manner, or in order to have at least five 
words in the verse, we must read injni "]riD3n [3 "]ni"lt33], which pro- 
duces a Response and a Concatenation. Since Dr. Ruben is so fond 
of conjectures, I will suggest a few more, without, however, much 
changing the text. We see in the Sirach MS. that variae lectiones 
are given on the margin ; I believe myself able to point out some here. 

Ver. 12. ^jm ^1N is identical with ^JTIH ^3in ^IN, and one of 
these expressions is superfluous. I see here two different readings, 
which are perhaps both those of the prophet himself, for Win is 
connected with 11JWV1, and instead of 'Viyn I would read 'Wn. 
"thou receivest, perhaps, a good counsel," and this would be in 
connexion with "pDSy. 

There is a marginal note in ^33133 EPmn DW ,_ l3n ; the words 
Q , 33133 D^rtn are an explanatory note to the obscure expression 
QiDB> 'H3n ; but here the question arises whether "Han should not 
read HSh. 

In ver. 15 a I accept Dr. Ruben's transposition, | y\riD 7b Vn |3 
TvlJUO nw "tPtO for "pW» T^D nw ICN i? VT] |3, but I read 
-p[3h] for T"»[nD]- 

The progress in the knowledge of the subject will be best under- 
stood by a comparison of the following text with the text given in 
Die Propheten, i. 178, ii. 16, by Dr. Ruben, supra 497. 

D. H. Mullek. 
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bvov em? | ioc? mtav rw vbm 4 
pncpa ra | ityrn W31 Don ri£ 5 
n^^oo maa | j? itop 11 '■sypin t6 ^ 
1T3 D3nNi | '•nta in^n , oy b Tisvp 6 
■(ind) ibv rman jpr $>y | D'-om onb not? t6 
ny n->3J I rrnt« D^yi> notari 7 
I innns mat t6 | "]ib by nbm not? nb 



-jn33ie> ton | inytt inoan [sjjnnm] 

Tiy ''paw '3K I Tgb noam 

mnc '•ym xb | njn T'J> ^21 n 

n-iaa '•bin «^> I mn t6j> ^am 

iynn t6 nt«? | Dana T$>y sam 

T'Bg>3 3131 I T23TQ tO '"lOyia 

6 ^yin ^am ^in | t»s»p nyv i^sa 



i>33 n3 rtaro | nay i>y »atyi m i 

D^TO n3 I ND3 ft? p«i> ]3£ 

n«yi nan | j? itr>p' ^Din xb '■a 
1 "jnov ^a I nop ^noi dw ^np 2 
nnn: nay | pit? •hi bxf *se>n 
"jna-in ntrrn dj | inny ^n 3 

I DTK 2 y3SN t6l I npN Dp3 



nas^ nstfvn | w*® nw '•yoe' nnyi 8 
•ny '■pstn 'ok 1 n33^3 maun 
ha&y yit« «h | roota ae>N t6 
ins dva yn | n^s w ii> n:taro 9 
T^y it<3 1 3 pona jo^ki bvse? 
-ino "pan noxya | TBtya 3->a 
•oto fN mot* I 4 ttot3 vioarn 10 



•pytyn to noy | Tnvy an3 n't& 13 
T^y lW" newo I own$> Qiymo 7 D , ot5> nsn 
ona-ity e>n I t?pa vn mn 14 
nan^ to | d^s: nx i^y ab 
dim naa6 -iiK I ooni> niru pt« 
T-viyjO nyr itrta | 8 TTJnn] ^ vn p 15 
lytyio fK I lyn rnyi> tyx 



1 R. fnn» "thy arm." 2 R. yes "he will not spare." 

Mass. "jnyia. 5 I would expunge inn as being superfluous. 

Mass. adds a'aaisa cinn. 8 Mass. -pno. 



3 R. after G. nuns. 
6 Mass. adds 'STPn ^1». 



